
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hillcrest Benefit 2014 Primer 
 

OK, so you’ve been INUNDATED with information about Hillcrest…you’re already being asked to volunteer your time and 
resources…and you’re not even sure what this is all about…right? Well, if you didn’t already realize it, Hillcrest ROCKS! 
 

The Hillcrest Benefit…what is it? The Annual Benefit is actually a silent and live auction, organized by Hillcrest's PTA, 

and it raises more than any other fundraising event hosted by the PTA during the school year. But more than that, it’s an 
opportunity to connect with other Hillcrest parents in a fun-filled evening with dinner, dancing and an opportunity to bid on 
terrific items, including wonderful vacations and unique experiences…all while benefitting our kids! This year’s theme is 
“Hillcrest ROCKS!” As you may have heard…many people dress in character for the event! So start thinking… Guns N’ Roses, the 
GoGos, Bonjovi, whatever your preferred genre is, you will not feel out of place. 
 

When is it? The Benefit is SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2014.  It is at the Claremont Resort & Spa in Berkeley. 

You will receive an “official” invitation shortly! 
 

Where do the proceeds go?  We have a HEFTY goal for the Benefit. The proceeds from the event cover the vast 

majority of the revenues for the PTA budget and fund music, art, language, science, library, teacher professional development 
and other programs not currently supported by the Oakland Unified School District. Benefit proceeds also fund playground 
structures, various other Hillcrest needs and even the needs of other schools in Oakland that don’t have the same access to 
resources. Families throughout Oakland with children of every age benefit from our Benefit!  
 

What will happen over the next few months? We are rapidly gearing up for the event. You will see regular 

communications—please read them! We often need specific things and/or expertise that you may have or have access to. 
There will also be student contests for family participation—please get involved early so your child will receive credit. One of 
the things you will see information about is an “instant wine cellar.” This is a project that the Middle School families take on, 
but we rely on the generosity of the entire school community so please consider donating a special bottle to make this a well-
stocked cellar. 
 

How do the Kindergarteners contribute? Traditionally the kindergarteners make tile tables that are auctioned off 

at the event. These are typically hotly contested, as they are ADORABLE and needless to say, one-of-a-kind. If you would like to 
help with your class tile table project, please let one of us know! 
 

What does it mean to “Raise Your Paddle” (RYP)? During the live auction portion of the Benefit, we will have a 

time for everyone to “Raise Your Paddle” for a specific large-dollar item. These items benefit all the kids at Hillcrest, like the 
playground structure which we raised our paddles for several years ago, for example. By asking people to donate whatever they 
are comfortable with…from $50 up to $2,500+, we can raise a lot of money quickly. The proceeds for this year’s RYP hasn’t yet 
been determined, but stay tuned for more information on that! 
 

How can I help RIGHT NOW?  So glad that you asked! It takes a village to pull off this event—typically in the process of 

putting on the Benefit, well over 100 people help in ways both big and small.  Even if you don’t think you have a specific talent, 
rest assured that we can find something to best utilize your time and interests. We also need donations that include unique 
items and experiences. If you have a vacation home, a fantastic connection or another great idea for the event (i.e., adult 
parties and mixers are always a big-seller at the Hillcrest Benefit), please go to the Hillcrest website at www.hillcrestpta.org and 
fill out a family donation form at http://www.hillcrestpta.org/funds/auction/. If you’re not sure whether or not your donation is 
worthy, please free to ask. (By the way, if your business would like to sponsor the event, let us know!) Thank you in advance for 
showing your hard rockin’ spirit! 
 

Who do I contact? 
Benefit 2014 Chair: Kelly Blake (kellydblake@gmail.com) or Sally Ann Friedman (mustangsavin@hotmail.com)  
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