
RESEARCH, ASSESSMENT and DATA 
 

July 29, 2019 
 
Dear Parent or Guardian: 
 
Welcome back to another exciting school year! 
 
Your child, along with thousands of students across California, completed a round of state mandated testing shortly 
before the end of the 2018-2019 school year.  The computer-based tests were based on California’s academic 
standards for English language arts (ELA), mathematics and/or science.  
 

Enclosed you will find your child’s scores from the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 
(CAASPP) testing program administered during the spring of 2019 to students in grades 3-8 and 11.  CAASPP score 
reports include an overall score for each subject and information about how well your student did in different skill 
areas.  If s/he participated in past years, you will also see past scores to measure progress over time. 
 

Please note, this is the last time student scores will be mailed home.  Starting this school year, Student Score Reports 
can now be accessed electronically through the parent portal on our student information system. To create a parent 
portal account go to https://parent.ousd.org. Click the create new account link and enter and confirm an email 
address and password for the account. You will receive a confirmation email with a link to verify the account. Upon 
first login to the portal you will be prompted to enter three piece of information to link the portal account to your 
student's information, 1. The student's 6 digit permanent ID, 2. the primary telephone number and 3. System 
generated verification passcode (this can be obtained from the main office at your school). 
 

CAASPP includes the Smarter Balanced (SBAC) or California Alternate Assessment (CAA) online tests for ELA and math 
which measure how well students solve problems, think critically, and write analytically.  If your child was in grade 5, 8 
or 10, s/he also participated in the new California Science Test (CAST) or field test of the California Alternate 
Assessment of Science (CAA) based on the Next Generation Science Standards.  Preliminary CAA science  results will be 
provided upon request in October/November 2019 at your child’s school. 
 

In Oakland, we see these tests as an annual academic checkup.  Like class assignments and report cards, CAASPP 
scores are one measure of student progress – one way to provide you and your child’s teachers with information 
about your child’s work toward the high academic goals we have set for our students. 
 

These results are also being provided to your child’s school, which will use them to help set learning goals for students 
the new school year.  Scores will not be used to determine whether a student moves to the next grade.  If you have 
questions about your child’s progress, please call the school to arrange a parent-teacher conference. 
 

In the 2019-2020 school year, students will take one or more of the following annual state tests:  CAASPP (includes 
SBAC, CAST and CAA), ELPAC the test of English Language Proficiency, and PFT the test of physical fitness. 
 

In closing, we strongly encourage all parents to review the CAASPP score report guide webpage at 
https://ca.startingsmarter.org/ to better understand your child’s academic strengths and weaknesses.  The “Starting 
Smarter” website also includes information on sample test questions, parent-teacher conferences, and other free 
resources in English and Spanish. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Ramona Burton,  
Director of State and Local Assessments 
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