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On Tuesday, February 4, Montera held its 

traditional spelling bee. Sixteen sixth and 

seventh graders competed to go on to the 

OUSD spelling bee, which was held on Feb-

ruary 13. Ms. Sudduth, a Montera English 

teacher and coordinator of the Montera 

Spelling Bee, stated that she hoped that 

“most of the students get a sense of pride, of 

accomplishment, trying something and being 

successful at it.” 

Students Compete in School, District Spelling Bee 

By Sabine Schroepfer, Isabel Austin-Karlinsky, and Macarena Valenzuela 

 

Challenge Day Aims to Build Stronger Community 

By Carolina Ceja and Keiana Barber 

Challenge Day is a program that helps 

students have positive thoughts, stand 

up to bullying, and build empathy. It al-

so helps build trust with your family and 

friends. The person who brought this 

program to Montera is Ms.Yari, the re-

storative justice coordinator. 

Julia Stewart won the Montera 

spelling bee with the word “perceived”. 

Both Julia and Duncan moved on to 

the district finals. 

 

Julia Stewart later won the OUSD fi-

nals for her age group (6th to 9th 

grades) and competed in the Alameda 

County spelling bee.  

After seven rounds 

of spelling, seventh 

grader Duncan Sin-

clair and sixth grad-

er Julia Stewart 

were left standing. 

Julia and Duncan 

each spelled nine 

more words correctly 

before the word 

“arraignment” was 

misspelled. 

“My goal is for all the participants to 

open to considering the message of Chal-

lenge Day: to be the challenge we need 

for our community--and our world--to be 

a better place.” (continued on page 2) 



 

Eagle Village Impresses as New and  

Improved After-School Program 

By Sabine Schroepfer 
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Ms. Yari said: “At Montera my role is to 

support community building and bring 

people together to peacefully address con-

flicts and restore relationships. I learned 

about what causes pain even when we 

don’t—or  won’t—say we are hurting.” 

Ms. Yari also knows how deeply our com-

munity cares about each other when they 

have the opportunity to open up in a safe 

and honest space. “Because there is pain 

and hurt in our community and also love 

and care, I seek opportunities for our 

school to strengthen relationships when-

ever we can so that our whole school can 

become a safe and honest space where we 

can all be real with each other and truly 

show how much we care.” 

Ms. Yari found out about this activity last 

year through her peers. This year, she 

learned that the school district had a spe-

cial opportunity to bring Challenge Day to 

several middle schools, and Montera was 

selected as one of those schools. 

 

Challenge Day takes the whole day. 100 

students participate per day with 25 adults 

helping out. It will take 3 full Challenge 

Days for every 7th grade student to have the 

opportunity to participate because we have 

a very large school community! 

 

Ms. Yari is not working alone on this activi-

ty. The PE department is helping generous-

ly by sharing the gym, cafeteria members 

are making bagged lunches, and the PTO is 

helping recruit family and community vol-

unteers to join the janitors in taking special 

efforts to set up and clean up. 

Challenge Day, continued 

Eagle Village is the new after-school 

program at Montera.   It provides 

support for students after the normal 

school day by providing a space for 

doing homework and enrichment pro-

grams such as Architecture, Hip Hop, 

and Boys’ Club.   

 

Immediately after school, students 

come to room 400, sign in, take a 

snack, and sit with the rest of the 

people from their club.  At 3:30, each 

club goes off to their individual rooms 

and completes the planned activity.   

(continued on page 3) 



 

 

Because Eagle Village is a new program, 

the students can give input on how they 

think it should be run and how to deco-

rate room 400. 

 

A sixth grade student taking part in Ea-

gle Village’s Techbridge and Homework 

Center said that she liked Eagle Village 

because she got homework help while 

having fun with friends. 
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New Programs Featured at Eagle Village, cont. 

At 5:00, everyone returns to room 400, 

and they can either go home or stay 

there until 6 pm.  Students can attend as 

many or as little times as they would like 

in a week.  

 

Currently, Homework Center (M-F), Ar-

chitecture (T&TH), Techbridge (T&F), 

Hip Hop Dance (M&TH), and Boy’s Club 

(M&F) are all part of the Eagle Village 

program.  Running Club recently joined 

the program, too, and is looking for more 

people who are interested in participat-

ing.  Ms. Brenda, the director of the after 

school program, said, “My favorite part is 

working with the students. They are the 

best part of my day.”  She started work-

ing with students many years ago, when 

a teacher suggested that she would be 

good with children.  She is glad that she 

has joined a community that cares about 

providing additional academic support to 

students, and she loves that so many 

teachers are involved in it. 



March at Montera is “Art is Education” Month 
By Macarena Valenzuela 

If you are an artistic Montera Toro you 

would definitely enjoy taking part in Art 

is Education Month.  Art is Education 

Month took place during the month of 

March as a way for students to express 

themselves using art.  The purpose of 

this event is to make people understand 

that art IS education.   

 

An amazing example of 6th grade art for 

Art is Education Month is the art instal-

lation “Kaleidoscope of Peace”.  “Each 

student took a recycled object and glued 

colorful tissue paper on the outside for 

an expression of peace and on the inside 

they used magazine collage to express 

the opposite expression,” said Montera 

art teacher Ms.Walton.   

 

During the month of March, Montera 

celebrated environmentally friendly 

events including Green Week and the 

Eco-Art show.  Green Week promoted 

“going green” on campus from March 17-

21st.  On March 20th there was an art 

show.  The art work was made out of re-

usable goods. 
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Ms.Cruz and Ms.Walton are two of the 

main teachers involved with Art is Educa-

tion Month at Montera.  Ms.Walton said, 

“I’m extremely excited that Montera tal-

ented Toros will be included in this year to 

celebrate green week, Eco-Arts and other 

art forms”.  Another teacher that is a part 

of Art is Education Month is Ms.Baker.  

Ms.Baker is in charge of the fitness and 

nutrition portion of Art is Education 

month. 

 

If you are interested in learning more 

about Art is Education Month you can visit 

the Art is Education website at 

www.artiseducation.org. 

Montera Welcomes New Swiss Student 

By: Adonis Thomas and Sabine Schroepfer 

Luca Panese is a new 8th grader at Montera Middle School.  He is from the French part of 

Switzerland.  Luca came to America in January and has been speaking English for about a 

year.  Luca has experienced many cultures in places such as Israel, Egypt, and Boston. 

One of the things Luca has noticed about the differences between Swiss and American 

schools is how technology is used.  In American classrooms, teachers use computers and 

Smartboards, while Swiss teachers do not. (continued on page 5) 



Toros Baseball Team Prepares for Season, Home 

Opener 
By Carolina Ceja 
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Montera Welcomes New Swiss Student, cont. 

Another way America is different from Switzerland is the amount of fast food people con-

sume.  Luca didn't eat much fast food in Switzerland but now that he is in the US, he sees 

it more than ever. 

Luca is also a badminton player, but he says it is not as popular of a sport in America as 

it is in Switzerland.  He is pretty good at badminton, and participated in many tourna-

ments and competitions in Switzerland. 

Luca has a lot of interesting things to say. If you see him in the hallways, make sure to 

say hi and welcome him to Montera! 

Baseball season is coming up and it’s the first 

time the baseball team is hosting a game at 

Montera since the 1980s. The home opener is 

on April 4th vs. Head Royce. Renovations 

were made to the Montera field to make it us-

able for games. The team’s first game is on 

Wednesday, March 26th at MLK Middle 

School in Berkeley.  

 

The players are excited to play at home. 

Eighth grader Frankie H. said, “It feels great 

to play where you are comfortable.” 

 

The head coach is Steve Miller and the assis-

tant coaches are Mr. Holmes and Mr. Quin-

tella. Coach Miller started up the team in 

2011 when his older son was in the 8th grade.  

 

The baseball team has 6th, 7th and 8th graders 

on both the team and practice squad and eve-

ryone is part of the Montera baseball pro-

gram. The Toros baseball team has a total of 

15 players this year, with another 13-14 play-

ers on the practice squad, who put on the uni-

form and play on the team when more play-

ers are needed. 

 

 

The Montera baseball team has won 

most of their games in the past three 

years. The first two years, in 2011 and 

2012, the team lost in the league 

championship game. Last year, the 

team made the playoffs but lost the 

first game. 

 

Coach Miller tries to make the team 

feel like a family. “I tell the players 

that they are all Toros and encourage 

each player to get to know their team-

mates better each week,” he said. 



Teacher Spotlight: Mr. Brewer 
By Britany Borens and Janay Floyd 

 

Mr. Brewer is the newest science teacher 

at Montera and a welcome is long overdue.  

Originally from Houston, Texas, Mr. Brew-

er pursued an acting career, even though 

he had a degree in mechanical engineering. 

Eventually, he moved to the Bay Area with 

a re-found passion in science, but wanted 

to teach science instead of working with it.  

Mr. Brewer has tutored math and physics 

for a long time, but this is his first full time 

teaching job.  

 

When asked why he became a teacher he 

said, "I love science, I am passionate about 

science, I'm passionate about how the 

world around us works. I got a degree in 

mechanical engineering about 10 years ago 

but never worked in the industry and I've 

decided recently that I still loved science 

but what I wanted to do was help others be 

as excited about science as I am."  

 

His favorite subject in science is physics.  

An example of physics is Newton's Laws of 

Motion and how long an item can stay in 

the air. “These next couple of months will 

be what I really love," he says.  

 

Mr. Brewer says a teacher that inspired 

him was his high school physics teacher, 

Robert Slowed. "He showed me no matter 

what your education, no matter where 

you’re from, no matter your background is, 

science is all around you and can be excit-

ing and a lot of fun.  No matter what the 

amount of resources you have, you can al-

ways learn about the world around you." 

 

 

 Page 6 

Mr. Brewer recently got married.  His wife 

teaches ballet and they live in Walnut 

Creek.  Mr. Brewer’s favorite food is sand-

wiches with anything on it and he likes all 

types of music.   

 

His favorite sport is baseball and he root 

for the Houston Astros, Oakland A's, and 

San Francisco Giants. Mr. Brewer loves 

the Bay Area and plans to be here for a 

while. 



Critics’ Corner: The LEGO Movie 

By Jason Nguyen and  Jonathan Low 

 

    ★★★✰ 
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From your toy box to the big screen, The 

Lego Movie may have been one of the best 

animated films we have seen. The Lego 

Movie was a huge success and had a great 

marketing plan.  The movie made $183 

million its first 3 weeks!  Lego also makes 

sets, games, and even gear to go along 

with the movie. 

 

The Lego Movie is about when Emmet 

(Chris Pratt), an ordinary guy is put to 

the challenge to save the Lego realm from 

the evil Lord Business (Will Ferrell) who 

is going to destroy the world on Taco 

Tuesday. Emmet is an ordinary construc-

tion worker living in the world controlled 

by Lord Business. Lord Business wants to 

destroy all the Lego realms with the 

“Kragle.” Lord Business thinks the world 

should be organized and everything 

should stay the same. Emmet is the cho-

sen one to stop Lord Business, with the 

“Piece of Resistance.” Emmet teams up 

Wyldstyle (Elizabeth Banks), Virtuvius 

(Morgan Freeman), Uni-Kitty (Alison 

Brie), Benny (Charlie Day),   and Batman 

(Will Arnett) to stop Lord Business or else 

the Lego realm will be in a sticky situa-

tion. 

We thought that The Lego Movie was 

pretty good. The story had many refer-

ences to popular movies and T.V shows. 

The movie also had many funny and ac-

tion packed scenes (which we liked). How-

ever the ending could have been better. It 

did not go along with the story very well. 

Overall we give this movie 3 out of 4 stars. 
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