
Programs for Exceptional Children

All Programs and Services Offices are located at: Cole School, 1011 Union St., Oakland, CA 94607

Administrative Offices are located at: 1000 Broadway, Suite 398, Oakland, CA 94607

QUESTIONS? Please call 510.879.8154 before visiting one of our offices.

Website: www.ousd.org/PEC

Each student deserves recognition, attention, 
and respect, and all students must be 
offered rigorous academic programs and 
classrooms that support high achievement. 
In the Oakland Unified School District, 
Programs for Exceptional Children (PEC) is 
charged with educating students who have 
learning disabilities or exceptional cognitive 
or physical needs. PEC provides service and 
support through district and charter schools 
to all identified students from ages 0-22. We 
are working to establish a shared mindset 
throughout our district where all school 
communities and departments embrace 
students with disabilities and provide support 
and resources to ensure Every Student Thrives!

•  5,159 students in PEC programs

•  360 teachers in PEC programs 
(17 percent of OUSD teachers)

•  55.1 percent cohort graduation rate

•  $92.4 million budget in 2014-15 
(increase of $4.1 million)

FAST FACTS 

•  Dropout rate is less than 15 percent, 
meeting the state target

•  Suspension rate of .61 percent is far 
below statewide rate of 2.43 percent

•  Increased the number of preschool 
students with IEPs attending a general 
early childhood program (56.1 percent), 
far exceeding the state target of 39.8 
percent

•  The number of students with special 
needs who attend a general class more 
than 80 percent of the day (more than 50 
percent of students) exceeds the state 
target of 49.2 percent

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

•  Increase the Graduation Rate from 
51 percent

•  Increase the number of students 
participating in general education 80 
percent or more of their day from 50 
percent

•  Decrease the number of students 
participating in general education less 
than 40 percent of the day from 35 
percent

•  Eliminate the disproportionality of 
African American students found eligible 
under Emotional Disturbance

AREAS OF IMPROVEMENT 



Continuum of Services
Programs for Exceptional Children offers an array of program options to meet the needs of our diverse, dynamic student population. 
Program placements are made based on each student’s Individual Education Program, which includes assessed academic, linguistic, 
social-emotional, motor, and health needs.

The founding principle of the U.S. Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) states that a student who has a disability 
should have the opportunity to be educated in the least restrictive 
environment (LRE), with non-disabled peers, to the greatest extent 
appropriate. (U.S. Department of Education)

•  Students with disabilities in inclusive classrooms show improved 
academic performance, including mastery of IEP goals, improved 
grades, and more motivation to learn.
(National Study on Inclusive Education)

•  Placement of students with disabilities in a general education 
classroom does not have a negative affect on students without 
disabilities.
(Educating Students with Disabilities in General Education Classrooms, 1998, Moore)

•  Instructional strategies often found in inclusive classrooms, 
including peer tutoring, cooperative learning groups, and 
differentiated instruction, have been shown to be beneficial 
to all students.
(What Does Research Say About Inclusive Education?, 2002, Whitebread)

•  Negative effects of separating students from their peers 
outweigh the benefits of small class sizes.
(Inclusion: A Service, Not a Place, 2013, Lipsky)

IMPORTANT FACTS ON INCLUSION 
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Why an Inclusion Policy?

“For too many years, students with special needs, 
both in Oakland and around the country, have 
not been afforded the opportunities that many 
other students take for granted. That is the 
culture of the past, which separated students and 
divided them from their peers. In the Oakland 
Unified School District, we are moving away 
from this history of exclusion to a new era of 
inclusion.”

—OUSD Superintendent Antwan Wilson


